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selection of.persons and situations. These traits have a
rather infantile, or even primitive, stamp; at times tney
are astonishingly naive, but at times also inconsiderate,
crude, or outrageous. To the rationally orientated mind,
the real character of such people might well appear
rationalistic and purposeful in the bad sense. But this
judgment would be valid only for their unconscious, and,
therefore, quite incorrect for their conscious psychology,
which is entirely orientated by perception, and because of
its irrational nature is quite unintelligible to the rational
judgment. Finally, it may even appear to a rationally
orientated mind that such an assemblage of accidentals,
hardly deserves the name « psychology/ The irrational
type balances this contemptuous judgment with an equally
poor impression of the rational; for he sees him as^some-
thing only half alive, whose only aim in life consists in
fastening the fetters of reason upon everything living, and
wringing his own neck with criticisms. Naturally, these
are gross extremes ; but they occur.
From the standpoint of the rational type, the irrational
might easily be represented as a rational of inferior quality;
namely, when he is apprehended in the light of what
happens to him. For what happens to him is not the
accidental—in that he is master—but, in its stead, he is
overtaken by rational judgment and rational aims. This
fact is hardly comprehensible to the rational mind, but its
unthinkableness merely equals the astonishment of the
irrational, when he discovers someone who can set the
ideas of reason above the living and actual event. Such
a thing seems scarcely credible to Mm. It is> ^ a rule>
quite hopeless to look to him for any recognition ^ of
principles in this direction, since a rational understanding
is just as unknown and, in fact, tiresome to him^ as the
idea of making a contract, without mutual discussion and
obligations, appears unthinkable to the rational type.

